Intervention of Christian Gautellier, Council of Europe

Conference of Athens, Hellenic Audiovisual Institute
24 october 2007 – “Teaching the Alphabet of Media”
I will have the echo in this conference of collective work, of the consensual reflexions of the Council of Europe on media education of the young people, education registered from the point of view of education for democratic citizenship. These multi-partnership reflexions result from various works of public stakeholders, teachers, researchers, of NGO, which are expert and which works near the Council of Europe. I am myself in France, working in a NGO, the CEMEA, acting in formal and non formal education. Director of a department of research and formation on the young people and the media, I am also the vice president of a collective which gathers great educational associations, all the trade unions of teachers, associations of students parents and French family associations. So I intervene here in the name of the Council of Europe, as an expert.

In preamble, I would like to say that the key points that I will propose, fall under the prolongation of the recommendation of the Council of Europe on empowering children and young people in new information and communication environment and are resulting from the European seminar which took place in Paris the 21st and 22nd of June 2007, within the framework of the French commission of UNESCO and the Council of Europe, formulated as recommendations called “Paris agenda”.
I will retain five principal axes.
Requires to adopt an inclusive definition, overall of media education
Media education applies to all media whatever their nature and the technologies used, of the “old” media like books, the newspaper, radio or television, or the new media like computer, Internet network or mobile phone… Communication and information technologies widen, enrich, and open on social, legal, and ethical dimensions.

An inclusive design of media education has three main objectives: 

- to allow the access to all kinds of media, potential tools to understand the society and to participate in democratic life, 

- to develop skills of all the children and the young people for the critical analysis of messages, whether in news or entertainment, in order to strengthen their “infocompétence” and their capacities of autonomous individuals and active users,   

- to encourage in the young people production, creativity and interactivity in the different fields of media communication.

Stake to strengthen the links between media education and respect for human rights 
If one refers to the Grünwald Declaration, which posed 25 years ago the grounds of media education at the international level, today like yesterday, but maybe more than yesterday, the question of media education obliges to a widening of the reflexion and does not have to question only the educational field. The stakes are stakes of society, democracy, citizen expression, civil right, cultural diversity. We see it compared to the engagements topicality for the freedom of the press, the rights to receive and communicate information and opinions, for media independence, for humanistic values… 
We see it compared to the evolution of the weight of the economy, medias being in the middle of the marketing of the culture and fitting in industrial purposes and goods…

Media education contributes to people’s emancipation and responsabilisation in the society. It poses the stake of the training of active citizens in the consumer society; it raises the question of the rights and the duties, of the respect of human dignity, the child welfare. It makes integral part of citizenship and human rights education. 

Moreover, taking into account the development of the exchanges on the international scale and the globalisation phenomenon, media education should foster intercultural understanding and promote local cultures everywhere make it possible. 
The systematic development of programs at all educational levels and teacher training 
Basic skills and knowledge to be acquired, transversals and interdisciplinary, should be specified for each level of the school system. Their evaluation should take into account students as well as teachers in training. The initial training of the teachers is a key element of the device and must include theoretical dimensions and practical skills. It needs to be based on a good knowledge of young people’s media practices and uses. 

The integration of media education in education systems has to mobilize all stakeholders. The awareness of curricula managers, school directors, chief education officers, etc., must be sensitized in order for them to assume the responsibilities that legitimize these actions.

The media are plural and open on the world, they are participative and interactive. It is a question of setting up for media education, new active teaching methods which imply an evolution of the teacher’s role, a greater participation by students, aiming at a greater autonomy, and closer relations between school and the outside world. 

The mobilization of other stakeholders of the public sphere
Media education cannot be limited to the school environment; it is also the concern of families, associations and media professionals. Parents and families along with civil society associations must contribute to it in the schools and outside the schools, in non formal locations, if media education is to move from the experimentation phase to widespread  innovative implementation. 
Media education should be integrated in the professional training of journalists and include legal and ethical knowledge. It also applies to all media professionals, content producers, editors, broadcasters, etc. Efforts have to be made in order to encourage the production and broadcasting of good quality programmes devoid of stereotypes, especially about young people. They should promote dialogue and bring together media professionals, educators and citizens. The regulation authorities have also a vested interest in participating in media education initiatives as self-regulation and co-regulation play an increasing role in parallel to regulation.

An important role for the State
The States have an essential role of thruster, investor, organizer to guarantee the success of a policy of media education, registered in a democratic project of society, mobilizing in a spirit of joint responsibility multi-actors, all public institutions and private companies, the civil society, NGO, teachers, decision makers political, media professionals, contents producers.

The research’ development in the higher education also constitutes a major element of this public policy, to guide and monitor empirical practices. Media education has to be dealt within the framework of interdisciplinary research (education, information and communication, sciences, sociology, etc.). It must be developed in close connection with studies on pedagogical innovation, on the role and impact of technologies in teaching and training in particular the e-learning, as well as with those focused on citizenship, human rights and sustainable development.
In conclusion
I would like to underline the importance, for the Council of Europe, to support the international co-operation in media education, necessarily integral part of an education to the human rights. International exchanges should be stimulated and well organized in order to spread “good practices” and to make known existing works, to apprehend better the diversity of the concrete situations and to encourage the cooperations in any kind.
This conference is the alive illustration. It is the guarantee of the success of such ambition. The media are beside the school, beside the family, one of three spaces of children and young people’s socialization and construction in their becoming future citizens. School, it is a reality already formed part of the priorities of the public policies in Europe. For the media universe, it is not the case massively. However a cultural accompaniment, an media education of all the children and all the young people, implying themselves to make of them actor-citizens, reader-producer-diffusers of contents multimediatic, with whole share of our democratic companies, is necessary and useful for the future of our countries and Europe. It is our challenge.
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